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Letter by Father Jean de Lamberville to a
Missionary Father o China.

PARIs, this 23rd of January, 1695.

Y REVEREND FATHER,
Pax Christi.

I have now been here for 3 years, and have
no longer found you here,* and the remembrance of
having once been honored by your friendship
confounds me at seeing myself in a place of safety,
while you are for Jesus Christ’'s sake exposing
yourself to the risk of life, and while you are
suffering much through the voluntary privation of
the conveniences and little comforts that you have in
Europe, which those who have returned hither are
enjoying. We have learned of the persecution that
you are suffering, which envy has incited against
you; it is known, and probably Rome will be favor-
able to you. The Reverend Father General, as you
will learn from Reverend Father Tachard and other
missionaries who are returning to the Indies, will
inform you of all. I entreat our Lord that he will
sustain you in a country where you are working
advantageously to his glory, and that by means of the
sciences you may with much merit open the way to
the Gospel. The Dutch have reported that the son
of the Emperor wears a golden cross around his
neck, and that he is receiving instruction in our
religion, in order to embrace it. Fiaz, fiat.

Since I had the pleasure of seeing you, there have



